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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF CHICAGO

August 10, 1919

Dear Commissioners:

Our nation and our city remain in great peril since the riots of late July.  Indeed, we were not the first city to fall victim to violence and unpleasantness caused by friction between whites and negroes.  Philadelphia, Memphis, Baltimore, and Washington D.C. were all struck by vicious conflicts between whites and negroes.

State’s Attorney Maclay Hoyne wants to blame me for this debacle and I am eager to clear my name.  He is simply playing politics as he harbors his ambitions to become mayor.  Indeed, I owe much of my last election to the negro as they, along with many of my German friends supported my candidacy while the media railed against me.

I need to find out the true causes of the riots.  How did they happen?  What can I do about it?  Who is to blame?  I am selecting you to join a Committee on Race Relations.  My office is providing you with newspaper articles, photographs and other sources to examine.  After reviewing the evidence, you will present your findings to my office.

With every good wish,

I am cordially yours,

Bill Thompson

Document 1
Report Two Killed, Fifty Hurt, in Race Riots 

Bathing Beach Fight Spreads to Black Belt 

All Police Reserves Called to Guard South Side. 

Source: Chicago Daily Tribune, 28 July 1919, pgs. 1, 8. 


Two colored men are reported to have been killed and approximately fifty whites and negroes injured, a number probably fatally, in race riots that broke out at south side beaches yesterday. The rioting spread through the black belt and by midnight had thrown the entire south side into a state of turmoil. 

Among the known wounded are four policemen of the Cottage Grove avenue station, two from west side stations, one fireman of engine company No. 9, and three women. 

One Negro was knocked off a raft at the Twenty-ninth street beach after he had been stoned by whites. He drowned because whites are said to have frustrated attempts of colored bathers to rescue him. The body was recovered, but could not be identified. 

A colored rioter is said to have died from wounds inflicted by Policeman John O'Brien, who fired into a mob at Twenty-ninth street and Cottage Grove avenue. The body, it is said, was spirited away by colored men. 

Drag Negroes from Cars. 

So serious was the trouble throughout the district that Acting Chief of Police Alcock was unable to place an estimate on the injured. Scores received cuts and bruises from flying stones and rocks, but went to their homes for medical attention. 

Minor rioting continued through the night all over the south side. Negroes who were found in street cars were dragged to the street and beaten. 

They were first ordered to the street by white men and if they refused the trolley was jerked off the wires. 

Scores of conflicts between the whites and blacks were reported at south side stations and reserves were ordered to stand guard on all important street corners. Some of the fighting took place four miles from the scene of the afternoon riots. 

When the Cottage Grove avenue station received a report that several had drowned in the lake during the beach outbreak. Capt. Joseph Mullen assigned policemen to drag the lake with grappling hooks. The body of a colored man was recovered, but was not identified. 

Boats Scour Lake. 

Rumors that a white boy was a lake victim could not be verified. The patrol boats scoured the lake in the vicinity of Twenty-ninth street for several hours in a vain search. 

John O'Brien, a policeman attached to the Cottage Grove avenue station, was attacked by a mob at Twenty-ninth and State streets after he had tried to rescue a fellow cop from a crowd of howling Negroes. Several shots were fired in his direction and he was wounded in the left arm. He pulled his revolver and fired four times into the gathering. Three colored men dropped. 

Man Cop Shot Dies. 

When the police attempted to haul the wounded into the wagon the Negroes made valiant attempts to prevent them. Two were taken to the Michael Reese hospital, but the third was spirited away by the mob. It was later learned that he died in a drug store a short distance from the shooting. 

Fire apparatus from a south side house answered an alarm of fire which was turned in from a drug store at Thirty-fifth and State streets. It was said that more than fifty whites had sought refuge here and that a number of Negroes had attempted to "smoke them out." There was no semblance of a fire when the autos succeeded in brushing through the populated streets. 

Partial List of Wounded. 

An incomplete list of the wounded follows: 

POLICEMAN JOHN F. O'BRIEN, Cottage Grove avenue station; white; shot in left arm; taken to his home at 7191 South Michigan avenue. 

POLICEMAN JOHN O'CONNELL, 

[pg. 8] 

same station; white; knocked down and beaten. 

POLICEMAN JOHN CALLAHAN, same station; white; beaten and bruised by mob. 

POLICEMAN THOMAS J. GALLAGHER, same station; white; scalp wounds. 

EDWARD HAUSNER, white, 4347 S. State street, cut about legs and face. 

ARTHUR CARROLL, white, 2979 Prairie avenue, head bruised by stone. 

JAMES CRAWFORD, colored, 2959 Federal street, shot through abdomen; probably will die; taken to Michael Reese hospital. 

CHARLES CORMIER, white, 2839 Cottage Grove avenue, shot in head by stray bullet. 

WILLIAM LONG, white, 2215 S. State street; cut in head and back. 

JOSEPH WIGGINS, colored, 2417 Wabash avenue, beaten about head. 

PHIL GRIFFIN, colored, 912 East Thirty-third street, shot in both legs. 

GEORGE STAUBER, white, 2904 Cottage Grove avenue, beaten and cut. 

HERMAN RABISOHN, white, 1804 South State street, bruised by missiles. 

JOHN O'NEIL, white, 1828 West Thirty-fifth street, struck on head by brick. 

WALTER CARSON, white, same address, face cut by rock. 

WILLIAM CHEESHIRE, white, 3529 South Hermitage avenue; stabbed in face; taken to Provident hospital. 

ANTON DUGO, white, 627 East Twenty-fifth street; shot in leg; taken to St. Anthony's hospital. 

WILLIAM SCOTT, colored, 3611 Vernon avenue; scalp wounds. 

MISS MAMIE McDONALD, white, 2901 Emerald avenue; head cut by brick. 

MISS FRANCES McDONALD, sister, same address; back injured by rock. 

MISS GLADYS WILLIAMS, white, 2818 Indiana avenue; face bruised by stone. 

MELVIN DAVIS, colored, 2816 Cottage Grove avenue, beaten while waiting for Halsted street car. 

HARRY SPEEZ, colored, 3142 West Fifteenth street, knocked unconscious by whites at Thirty-first and Halsted streets. 

LEWIS PHILLIPS, colored, 452 East Thirty-ninth street, shot in groin while riding in Thirty-ninth street car; taken to Provident hospital. 

FRANK WALLS, white, pipeman of Engine company 9; struck in neck by rock. 

EVELYN BOYDE, white, 530 West Twenty-seventh street; hit on face and hip by stones. 

FRANCES BOYDE, sister, same address; knocked down by rock. 

LEWIS B. KNIGHT, white, 6400 Dorchester avenue; beaten about head with club. 

Shot at His Window. 

Charles Cromier was sitting in his window at 2839 Cottage Grove avenue watching the clashing mobs. A stray bullet lodged in his head and he fell back into the room. Spectators saw him being helped to a chair by a woman. 

Racial feeling, which had been on par with the weather during the day took fire shortly after 5 o'clock when white bathers at the Twenty-ninth street improvised beach saw a colored boy on a raft paddling into what they termed "white" territory. 

A snarl of protest went up from the whites and soon a volley of rocks and stones were sent in his direction. One rock, said to have been thrown by George Stauber of 2904 Cottage Grove avenue, struck the lad and he toppled into the water. 

Cop Refuses to Interfere. 

Colored men who were present attempted to go to his rescue, but they were kept back by the whites, it is said. Colored men and women, it is alleged, asked Policeman Dan Callahan of the Cottage Grove station to arrest Stauber, but he is said to have refused. 

Then, indignant at the conduct of the policeman, the Negroes set upon Stauber and commenced to pommel him. The whites came to his rescue and then the battle royal was on. Fists flew and rocks were hurled. Bathers from the colored Twenty-fifth street beach were attracted to the scene of the battling and aided their comrades in driving the whites into the water. 

Negroes Chase Policeman. 

Then they turned on Policeman Callahan and drove him down Twenty-ninth street. He ran into a drug store at Twenty-ninth street and Cottage Grove avenue and phoned the Cottage Grove avenue station. 

Two wagon loads of cops rolled to the scene, and in a scuffle that ensued here Policeman John O'Brien and three blacks were shot. 

Riot calls were sent to the Cottage Grove avenue station and more reserves were sent into the black belt. By this time the battling had spread along Cottage Grove avenue and outbreaks were conspicuous at nearly every corner. 

Meanwhile the fighting continued along the lake. Miss Mame McDonald and her sister, Frances, had been bathing with a friend, Lieut. Runkle, a convalescing soldier. A colored woman walked up to the trio and made insulting remarks, it is said. 

Runkle attempted to interfere, but the colored woman voiced a series of oaths and promptly struck the soldier in the face. Negroes in the vicinity hurled stones and rocks at the women and both were slightly injured. 

Reserves Called Out. 

In less than a half hour after the beach outbreak, Cottage Grove avenue and State street from Twenty-ninth south to Thirty-fifth were bubbling cauldrons of action. 

When the situation had gotten beyond the control of the Cottage Grove police, Acting Chief of Police Alcock was notified. He immediately sent out a call to every station in the city to rush all available men to the black belt. 

Before they arrived colored and white men were mobbed in turn. The blacks added to the racial feeling by carrying guns and brandishing knives. It was not until the reserves arrived that the rioting was quelled. 

Whites Arm Selves. 

News of the afternoon doings had spread through all parts of the south side by nightfall, and whites stood at all prominent corners ready to avenge the beatings their brethren had received. Along Halsted and State streets they were armed with clubs, and every Negro who appeared was pommeled. 

Lewis Phillips, colored, was riding in a Thirty-ninth street car, when a white man took a pot shot from the corner as the car neared Halsted street. Phillips was wounded in the groin and was taken to the Provident hospital. 

Melvin Davies, colored, of 2816 Cottage Grove avenue, was waiting for a Thirty-fifth street car at Parnell avenue when he was slugged from behind. His assailants disappeared.

Document 2

Negro Fights Futilely Against Crowd in Loop 

Shot When He Ceases Running to Battle Whites Second Time 

Source: Chicago Daily Journal, 29 July 1919, pg. 1. 


A lone negro, evidently on his way home from work in the loop at 6 a.m., was shot to death near the corner of Wabash avenue and Adams street after he had failed in a helpless, desperate fight to escape from the mob of white men who bore down upon him. 

The crowd was driven early in the morning from the streets of the black belt, where they had passed a rageful night. The mob marched north in Michigan avenue shouting, brandishing clubs, baseball bats, occasionally shooting revolvers. The avenue was free of any negro victims. 

The procession turned west on Adams street. They spied their victim on the corner of Wabash avenue. The negro, warned by their howling threats, ran south. He threw away his hat and coat as he fled, a score of white men, wildly running after him. 

Seeks Shelter in Doorway 

Dodging rocks and clubs which were hurled after him, he tried to find shelter in the doorway of a Thompson lunchroom at 105 South Wabash avenue. 

The pursuers were almost past his hiding place before they checked their speed. Three or four men fell upon the negro. Battered with their clubs, he tore himself out of their clutch and ran back the way that he had come. 

The terrified man led the race west on Adams street. Then, panting for breath, his head bleeding from wounds, he gasped and faced the crowd. Bullets from revolvers found their target and he fell to the pavement, almost directly in front of the Delco restaurant at 26 East Adams street. 

Kick Lifeless Body 

The mob kicked the lifeless body. Then, ignoring the terrified clerks and waitresses who rushed from the restaurants and the near-by cigar stores, they turned back to Wabash avenue. 

The police arrived as the mob was fleeing. Four bullets had pierced the man's chest. No weapons were found on him.

Document 3

	
	Riot Sweeps Chicago 

Gun Battles and Fighting in Streets Keep the City in an Uproar 

4,000 Troops in Armory Ready to Patrol City; Scores are Killed 

Source: Chicago Defender, 2 August 1919, pg. 1. 


The refusal of Policeman Daniel Callahan (white) of the Cottage Grove avenue station to arrest George Stauber (white), 2904 Cottage Grove avenue, last Sunday afternoon after the latter had knocked Eugene Williams, age 18, 3921 Prairie avenue, from a raft as he was floating down Lake Michigan at Twenty-ninth street at Twenty-ninth street, fanned into action one of the worst race riots in the history of Illinois. Officer Callahan, it is charged, not only refused to make an arrest, but kept expert swimmers from reaching Williams. The news of Callahan's negligence reached the bathers at the Twenty-sixth street beach and a mob of fifty men marched to Twenty-ninth street to avenge the death of the boy. The patrolman's action so enraged the bathers that they pounced upon Callahan was chased to a drug store, where he summoned help. 

Battle Waged 

The whites on the beach took the policeman's part and a battle royal was waging in a few minutes. During the general melee Detective Sergeants Middleton and Scott appeared on the scene and placed Stauber under arrest. Whites endeavored to take Stauber from the detectives, but were held off at the point of pistols. In the free-for-all fight Policeman John F. O'Brien, 7151 S. Michigan avenue, was shot in the left arm. 

Street Cars Searched 

The news of Williams' death spread like wildfire, and about 8 o'clock Sunday night the whole South Side was in an uproar. Trolleys were pulled from the street cars in the vicinity of Thirty-fifth and State streets, and every white face was taken from the cars and severely beaten. Martin Webb (white), address unknown, had his head pommeled to a jelly when he fell in the hands of the rioters. Automobiles were stopped and the occupants taken out and beaten with sticks. All the autos were damaged beyond repair and left in the middle of the streets. Webb was carried to a hospital, where he died later in the night. 

To quell the riot Sunday night 500 patrolmen invaded the district and remained until the early morning hours. At 12 o'clock midnight the rioters murdered a white peddler at the corner of 36th and State streets. His body was found by a mounted policeman lying in the middle of the street. 

Monday's Riot 

Sunday night only proved a starter to the real fracas. Two Colored men on their way to work at the stock yards were killed by the whites 6 o'clock Monday morning. The already burning fire in the vicinity of Thirty-fifth and State streets was kindled anew. Pistols were flashed and men made threats to invade the stock yards district, where the whites were attacking every black face that would show up. Stores were closed and motion picture houses nailed up their doors. All women and children retired from the streets, leaving the mob to work at free will. 

Women Attacked 

Groups of Colored men gathered on the streets and discussed the situation and planned the night's attack. The word was passed around to clear the district of the whites, for revenge. As the fever of race antagonism gained ground more fuel was added to the flame when workers from the stock yards came with stories of horrible attacks made by the whites upon Colored women. These stories so enraged the crowd that they defied all policemen and beat white men up upon their appearance. A crowd swarmed to 35th street and Wabash avenue and stopped all street cars. The windows in the cars were broken with brickbats and sticks. During the attacks it is claimed that white people sympathizing with occupants of the street cars endeavored to disperse the crowd by hurling tin cans and other missiles on the heads of the mob members from the Angeles building, an apartment on Thirty-fifth and Wabash avenue. The rioters turned their attention to the building and wrecked a number of windows in flats said to be occupied by white families. The persuasion of the police kept the mob from entering the building. 

It was at this point that the policemen realized the smallness of their group, and a general riot call, the first in the history of the city since the famous Haymarket riot in the '80s was turned in. Fully two thousand patrolmen were sent to the district within twenty minutes. Indiscriminate shooting followed throughout Monday night. 

Officers Killed 

Shortly after Monday night's hostilities had ended the news of the death of Policeman John H. Simpson, age 31, 3910 Calumet avenue, connected with the 48th Street police station, was made public. He was shot at Thirty-first street and Wabash avenue by a Colored rioter. He died at the Mercy Hospital. The rioters of both races took a rest at about 1 o'clock Monday. 

Tuesday's Happenings 

Tuesday morning at 47th and State streets the rioters started the battle again. The activities spread from 47th to 53d streets. A Colored lad with a gun was shot down by a policeman. This attracted several hundred people. Automobiles whisked through the crowd. The occupants fired right and left. Several white men fell wounded. The cars made their way to Fifty-first street, where the occupants turned the district into a No Man's Land. An automobile truck from the [unreadable] Packing company passed through the riot zone manned by a white driver. He was killed. The policemen ordered 51st street closed to all traffic, and the scene of war drifted back to 47th street. A general rocking of automobiles, even those conveying policemen, was started. 

Circulars Distributed 

The situation reached such a point that circulars pleading for order were distributed in the streets. The policemen had matters under control until 6 o'clock, at which time things changed. News flooded the South Side district that the whites on Wentworth avenue were collecting to invade State street. Over 500 policemen, mounted and on foot, were stationed at 31st street and 35th street. At the corner of 35th and State streets several Colored men exhibited hand grenades preparing for the attack. An order was given to the police to shoot to kill any person who endeavored to start a disturbance, white or Black. 

Close Everything 

When night set in every store, poolroom, ice cream stand, and all business catering to the public was ordered closed. No crowds gathered on corners. Everything was seemingly quiet until 9:15 o'clock. A crowd of automobiles loaded with white men wheeled around the corner at 26th and State streets carrying army rifles and an unlimited amount of ammunition. Speeding down the street at the rate of fifty miles an hour the occupants of these machines fired right and left. The autos slowed down at 37th street and State to fire into a crowd. The motorcycle cops picked up the trail at 35th street and closed in on the white rioters between 37th and 38th streets. The car stopped at 39th street; three of the occupants of the car were dead and two others were seriously wounded. 

Killed in Autos 

Five minutes after this another car swung right in behind the first fatal car and started firing right and left. The policemen at 35th street, being warned of this attack, swung the patrol wagons across the street and blocked the path of the death car. A fusillade of shots greeted the autoists. Four were killed. Another death car followed this one. The streets were clear and the police were ready to stop the rioters. This car was coming from Root street and paced for 39th street. The officers turned their automatics on this car and killed three. 

Several of the wounded were spirited to Provident hospital for treatment. When the Colored men heard of this they made for the hospital and threatened to batter the doors to get the whites. It was here that Detective Sergeant Middleton was shot. His wound was not serious. The trouble between the races has been brewing for months. Assaults in parks on Colored men and the trouble at the beaches kindled the fire. 


Document 4

Table of casualties from the Chicago Tribune and Chicago Herald Examiner
	Date
	Number of Injured as Reported by the "Tribune" and "Herald-Examiner" During the First Four Days of Riot

	
	White
	Negro
	Total

	July 27
	29
	19
	48

	July 28
	64
	60
	124

	July 29
	62
	72
	134

	July 30
	40
	21
	61

	Total
	195
	172
	367

	Percentage of total
	53
	47
	100


Document 5

Table of casualties from police and hospital records

	Date
		
					White 

	Negro

	Unknown

	Total


	July 27

				10

	31

	5

	46


	July 28

				71

	152

	6

	229


	July 29

				55

	80

	4

	139


	July 30

				20

	20

	2

	42


	Total

				156

	283

	17

	456


	Percentage of total

				34

	62

	4

	100



	


Document 6
From the Property Owner's Journal, circulated among white property owners of the Hyde Park and Kenwood districts in Chicago, circa March, 1919.

"What a reputation for beauty Chicago would secure if visitors touring the city would see crowds of idle, insolent Negroes lounging on the South Side boulevards and adding beauty to the floricultural display in the parks, filling the streets with old newspapers and tomato containers and advertising the Poro-system for removing the marcelled kinks from Negro hair in the windows of the derelict remains of what had once been a clean, respectable residence.

"Negroes are boasting, individually and through the colored press, that the old order of things for the Negro is changing and that a new condition is about to begin. As a result of the boastful attitude, the Negro is filled with bold ideas, the realization of which means the overturning of their older views and conditions of life. The Negro is unwilling to resume his status of other years; he is exalting himself with idiotic ideas about social equality..."

"...Keep the Negro in his place, amongst his people, and he is healthy and loyal. Remove him, or allow his 'newly discovered importance to remove him from his proper environment, and the Negro becomes a nuisance.' He develops into an overbearing, inflated, irrascible individual, overburdening his brain to such an extent about social equality that he becomes dangerous to all with whom he comes into contact; he constitutes a nuisance of which the neighborhood is anxious to rid itself. If the new Negro desires to display his newly acquired veneer of impudence where it will be appreciated we advise that they parade it in their own district. Their presence here is intolerable.

"As stated before, every colored man who moves into Hyde Park knows that he is damaging his white neighbor's property. 

Therefore, he is making war on the white man. 

Consequently, he is not entitled to any consideration and forfeits his right to be employed by the white man. 

If employers should adopt a rule of refusing to employ Negroes who reside in Hyde Park to the damage of the white man's property it would soon show good results…

"The Negro should be consistent. As he segregates his vote and casts it all together in one block, so he should live altogether in one block."

Document 7

Maclay Hoyne , Illinois State Attorney, quoted in Literary Digest, August 9, 1919, p. 11 "Why the Negro Appeals to Violence": (reporting to New York American) 
"First Cause -- City Hail organized leaders, black and white, have catered to the vicious elements of the negro race for the last six years, teaching them that law is a joke and the police can be ignored if they have political backing. The decent colored element is as much incensed as whites at catering to colored gambler and panderersNegro politicians have even threatened the discharge of white police officers who made arrests of favored and protected black grafters."

"Second Cause -- the continued enormous importation from the South of ignorant negroes, who, on arriving here, listened to these teachings and have thrown off allrestraint.

"Third Cause -- Insufficient housing for increasing Negro population. The negroes have invaded many residence districts hitherto confined to whites.

"Remedy -- Immediate increase of police force, declaring of martial law, and searching of buildings in Black Belt and removing firearms, deadly weapons, and other ammunition now, stored there in largc quantities. There should be some scheme of segregation to whicb a majority of negroes will themselves assent."

Document 8
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Source: "The Only Cure" (Cartoon) Chicago Defender, v. 14, n. 32, August 9, 1919.

Document 9

Chicago Defender, editorial, August 2 "Reaping the Whirlwind"

"The recent race riots at Washington resulting in the death of a number of white and colored citizens, followed by similar occurrences in Chicago, are a disgrace to American civilization. One does not have to seek very far to find the underlying cause. It is not chargeable, as some writers think, to the general unrest now sweeping the world. Nor are we witnessing anything new in these disgraceful exhibitions of lawlessness. America is known the world over as land of the lyncher and of the mobocrat. For years she has been sowing the wind and now she is reaping the whirlwind. The Black worm has turned. A Race that has furnished hundreds of thousands of the best soldiers the world has ever seen is no longer content to turn the left cheek when smitten upon the right.

"The Younger generation of black men are not content to move along the line of least resistance as did their sires. For his awakening, however, the color madness of the American white man is alone responsible. Not content with inflicting upon him every form of humiliation that could be devised at home, he carried his infamous color propaganda to Europe. With the close of the war the returning soldiers brought back the most harrowing tales of abuses at the hands of the American military contingent. The stories have carried across the land and have inflamed our people as few things have done.

"We have little sympathy for lawlessness, whether those guilty of it be black or white, but it cannot be denied that we have such in the way of justification for our attitude. Under the promise of 6 square deal our boys went cheerfully into the service of the country hoping that the aftermath of the struggle would find our people in an improved social and industrial condition. All of our speakers and writers held this view and kept it constantly before our youth as an inducement to enlist. Industrially our position has undoubtedly been benefitted by the war. Socially it has grown decidedly worse. On all sides we have been made to feel the humiliating pressure of the white man's prejudice... In Chicago it was a case of limiting our sphere to metes and bounds that had neither the sanction of the law nor sound common sense. In both bases we resented the assumption. Hence the race riots."

Evidence Analysis Form

Race Commission Recommendations


What sources did you find most credible?  Using evidence from the sources, please explain why:
What sources did you find least credible? Using evidence from the sources, please explain why:
Please list who should be held responsible for the race riots and provide an explanation for each responsible party citing evidence from the sources.

P-1
What are the consequences for the responsible parties?  Why did you choose those consequences?
How can Chicago put this ugly incident behind them and move forward in the 20th century (Be sure to give specific examples regarding housing, jobs, race, income, etc.)?
___________________
__________________

Signature of commissioner

Signature of mayor

P-2
Source Analysis Form
Source #

1 sentence Perspective of the author:

List the 3 most important things the source tells you:

Does this source support or conflict with any other sources?  Using evidence describe why:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Source #

1 sentence Perspective of the author:

List the 3 most important things the source tells you:

Does this source support or conflict with any other sources?  Using evidence describe why:
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WM. H. Thompson


Mayor








